
Jori O tltnd\ subJ1.:Ct 1,mcr rcf kct th<.: glorit1us; 

div r-ity o( the Rocky Mountain c c, n mpa sing 

cowboy , h rscs and cattle, wtldlife, fly fishing, and th 

gr at utdoors it elf. it ·tand to reason that hi ideal 

studio w uld offer a literal window into that expan ·ivc 

world, a well-·heltered place endowed with sw eping vistas 

and ample spa e where h ould draw, 'ngrav , print, and 

paint th world h know and loves. 

0 tlmd began building uch a space for him elf around 

30 years ag . Th studio stand near a p nd that's lcs chan 

a hundred yards' troll fr m hi vintage 1930s horn in the 

Little s alley, about cw miles out ide of Big Horn, 

Wy ming, population 495, and cw miles from the Bi horn 

Mountains, a pur of the Ro ki . He first began w rking 

in his srud1n m 1991 and has continued to 1mpr vc and 

expand it ov r the years, u c m tailoring it to fit his par­

ticular needs as an artist. 









In the Heart of Wyoming 

Acrylic on Linen I 18 x 18 inches I 2019 

one you old.'' That I d t an intercsr in c pperplatc etch­

ing, a time-honor d meth cl f m, king fine-an muluplc .. 

o he took a printmaking cour nt hcndan .ollcgc, and.

a h wa · mpleung the studio, he b ught a high-quality 

Eiran pr wirh a 20-by-40-in h bed that enabled him to 

print t hing a large as l by 3 inches. 

Today, 0 tltnd till u e th press 10 pr duce sought­

after limited-edition print. that Wendy frames m an adja em 

workro m, applymg gold-leaf detail. to the moldings by 

hand. But th tidy spa e f the origmal studio ultimately 

prov d t o limmng t r th am t's pamnng acuv1tie ·; he 

needed more pa to judge hi ompositions fr m afar. 

To that end, about a cl ad and a half after fir t build­

ing the studio, 0 rlind . ·r about reating an additi n: a 

tructure c mpo ed of dncd hay bundl l in h s thick, 

cured by hicken wire and .calcd within tu co. Headin 

up the project' d sign, wnh O tlind a ·isnng in con tru -

tion, wa hi n Jak , then a r ent graduat of the h ol 

of r hit ctur at Montana rate Univer ny. 

The l8-by-30-foot stru ture ha . in e proven LO b an 

id al place .for Ostlind to painr his a rylic canva e , ·ur­

rounded by plea ·ing m morabilia, including ch fir t saddl 

h ever owned and an antiqu wood-framed I ath r . fa 

wich German ilver trays in the armrc t . That s fa wa 

once owned by Bradt rd Brinton [I 80-1936]. wh ranch 

became th f undauon for che n arby Brint n Mu eum. "I 

ju t picture Bradford imng on that c u h with a m1 ed 

dnnk and probably a cigar," tlmd ays, huckltng 

n the wall that' pposne h1 ea el, to ch right f a 

picture window framing the Bighorn Mouncains, is a mall 

window - its wo cl frame painted wedi h blue - inser 

Coffee at the Neighbors 

ftching with Aqudtint I 6 x 8 inches I 2015 

into the wall t oft r a ghmp·e of che chicken wire and hay 

wuhin Typ1 ally r ferrcd t a a "rruth window," this rrad1-

t1onal clemenr of strnw bale structures prove the vcraciry f 

rhe construrnon merh d. " om peopl put a real ornamen­

tal door over them," . ay 0. ti ind. "La dee dah! I usually just 

hang a pa1nt1ng over it.'' 

Rcgardk s, the truth \ mdo" prov1d . an apt metaphor 

for the a1t1st: Inside and our, in h1 life and h1 an. stlind is 

the real deal. a genuine pmdu t of the merican e. t. ■

Based in Lo Angel , onna11 Kolpa i the author of 

mor than 40 book and hundr d I . 

Based in tor , Wyoming, Adam Jahiel i known C r h1 

phor raphy of wb y and ran h li£ in th Ameri an 

We. r. Hi w rk in lude d um ntary, trav I, I brity, and 

advemur pr 1e t , m luding the l987 Titani E pedition; 

adamjahiel.c m. 


